Education and Childhood in Japan: Lessons to be Learned? Review of Merry White, \u3cem\u3eThe Japanese Educational Challenge: A Commitment to Children\u3c/em\u3e, and Harold W. Stevenson, Hiroshi Azuma, and Kenji Hakuta (Eds.), \u3cem\u3eChild Development and Education in Japan\u3c/em\u3e by Wagner, Daniel A
University of Pennsylvania
ScholarlyCommons
Journal Articles (Literacy.org) Literacy.org
1988
Education and Childhood in Japan: Lessons to be
Learned? Review of Merry White, The Japanese
Educational Challenge: A Commitment to Children,
and Harold W. Stevenson, Hiroshi Azuma, and
Kenji Hakuta (Eds.), Child Development and
Education in Japan
Daniel A. Wagner
University of Pennsylvania, wagner@literacy.upenn.edu
Follow this and additional works at: https://repository.upenn.edu/literacyorg_articles
Part of the Curriculum and Instruction Commons, Educational Administration and Supervision
Commons, Educational Assessment, Evaluation, and Research Commons, Educational Methods
Commons, Educational Psychology Commons, Education Economics Commons, International and
Comparative Education Commons, and the Social and Philosophical Foundations of Education
Commons
This paper is posted at ScholarlyCommons. https://repository.upenn.edu/literacyorg_articles/22
For more information, please contact repository@pobox.upenn.edu.
Recommended Citation
Wagner, Daniel A., "Education and Childhood in Japan: Lessons to be Learned? Review of Merry White, The Japanese Educational
Challenge: A Commitment to Children, and Harold W. Stevenson, Hiroshi Azuma, and Kenji Hakuta (Eds.), Child Development and
Education in Japan" (1988). Journal Articles (Literacy.org). 22.
https://repository.upenn.edu/literacyorg_articles/22
Education and Childhood in Japan: Lessons to be Learned? Review of
Merry White, The Japanese Educational Challenge: A Commitment to Children,
and Harold W. Stevenson, Hiroshi Azuma, and Kenji Hakuta (Eds.), Child
Development and Education in Japan
Abstract
America's increased concern about its economic productivity has led government and public officials to start
searching for policy responses. Some suggest economic remedies tied to interest rates, tariffs, and the like.
Others have sought to link the current malaise with a number of differences that distinguish America from its
most obvious economic rival, Japan. Representing the latter perspective, the former Secretary of Education,
William Bennett, has suggested that is is education that is the critical factor in producing different human
capital between the two industrial powers. He, and many others, claim that the Japanese culture in general,
and Japanese education in particular, provide the sort of stimulation that leads to higher rates of literacy,
greater mathematical achievement, more social control in the classroom, and, subsequently, a more productive
work force.
Disciplines
Curriculum and Instruction | Education | Educational Administration and Supervision | Educational
Assessment, Evaluation, and Research | Educational Methods | Educational Psychology | Education
Economics | International and Comparative Education | Social and Philosophical Foundations of Education
This review is available at ScholarlyCommons: https://repository.upenn.edu/literacyorg_articles/22


